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Summary

Summary

This booklet provides key statistics on work-related injuries, diseases

and fatalities of workers in Australia.

Summary of key statistics by sex

Male Female Total
Serious claims: number, percentage and rates, 2012-13p
Number of serious claims 74 705 43 115 117 815
Percentage of serious claims 63% 37% 100%
Frequency rate (serious claims per
million hours worked) 71 6.1 67
Incidence rate (serious claims per 1000
employees) 13.4 8.5 11.1
Serious claims: time lost and compensation paid, 2010-11
Median time lost from work (weeks) 5.2 6.0 54
Median compensation paid $9 200 $8 400 $8 900
Work-Related Injuries Survey, 2013-14
Number of injuries and diseases 323700 208100 531800
Percentage of injuries and diseases 61% 39% 100%
Incidence rate (injuries and diseases
per 1000 workers) 48.9 356 426
Work-related injury fatalities, 2013
Number of fatalities 180 16 196
Percentage of fatalities 92% 8% 100%
Fatality rate (fatalities per 100 000
workers) 2.90 0.31 1.70

A serious claim is an accepted workers’ compensation claim that involves one or
more weeks away from work and excludes all fatalities, and all injuries and diseases
experienced while travelling to or from work or while on a break away from the workplace.

Preliminary data are denoted by ‘p’ and are subject to revision.
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Costs of work-related injuries and diseases

The cost estimates presented below include direct costs (payment of
wages and medical costs) and indirect costs (lost productivity, loss of
future earnings and social welfare payments).

Costs of work-related injuries and diseases, 2000-01, 2005-06 and
2008-09

2000-01 2005-06 2008-09
Total estimated cost $34.3 billion  $57.5 billion  $60.6 billion
ot s & 5.00% 5.90% 4.80%
\I;grrigr:;age of cost borne by 44% 49% 74%
Egrl;?r?wr&tr?i?ye of cost borne by 53% 47% 21%
Z;r&%;t:rgse of cost borne by 3% 4% 5%

Source: The Cost of Work-Related Injury and lliness for Australian Employers. Workers
and the Community, 2008—-09, Safe Work Australia.

Cost of work-related injuries and diseases by severity, 2008-09
45
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Total cost (billion)
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0 Short absence | Fatality | Longabsence | Fulli ity | Partial i
[= 0.9 | 32 | 4.9 | 9.8 | 418

Severity of injury or disease

Source: Th t of Work-Related Inj nd llin for Australian Employers, Worker:
and the Community. 2008-09, Safe Work Australia.
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http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
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Other statistics

Trends in occupational disease groups, 2000-01 to 2010-11

Disease group

Trend between 2000-01
and 2010-11

Basis of trend

Musculoskeletal
disorders

Mental disorders

Noise-induced hearing
loss

Infectious and parasitic
diseases

Respiratory diseases

Contact dermatitis

Cardiovascular
diseases

Occupational cancers

VeeceeVV €

NDS data

NDS data

NDS data

NDS and NNDSS
data

NDS and NHMD
data

NDS data

NDS data

NDS, DDB and
ACIM data

Legend: W—disease group displayed a decreasing trend; —disease group did not
display a clear overall trend of increase or decrease; NDS—National Data Set for
Compensation-Based Statistics; NNDSS—National Notifiable Disease Surveillance
System; NHMD—National Hospital Morbidity Database; DDB—New South Wales Dust
Diseases Board; ACIM—Australian Cancer Incidence and Mortality books.

Source: Occupational Disease Indicators, 2014, Safe Work Australia.
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http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/occupational-disease-indicators-2014

Number of new mesothelioma® cases by sex, 1997 to 2011

800
Total
700
600
8
8 500 Male
H 400
k)
8 300
2
5
z 200
Female
100 — —

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
e Male 393 412 400 403 469 455 540 512 500 487 566 546 544 546 573
———Female 75 61 76 77 107 108 113 93 113 103 109 115 131 125 117
e Total 468 473 476 480 576 563 653 605 613 590 675 661 675 671 690

Year

Source: Mesothelioma in Australia: Incidence (1982 to 2013) and Mortality (1997 to 2012),
Safe Work Australia.

Number of mesothelioma deaths by sex, 1997 to 2012

700
Total

600
500
Male

400

300

Number of deaths

200

Female
100

0

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
———Male 353 360 333 375 434 406 426 458 445 388 496 477 474 517 510 538
———Female 63 43 57 62 85 84 84 87 93 8 93 118 110 117 100 100
e Total 416 403 390 437 519 490 510 545 538 476 589 595 584 634 610 638

Year

Source: Mesothelioma in Australia: Incidence (1982 to 2013) and Mortality (1997 to 2012),
Safe Work Australia.
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1—Mesothelioma is a fatal cancer that typically occurs 20 to 40 years after exposure to
asbestos, although exposure does not always result in the disease. The disease is strongly
linked to occupational exposure to asbestos.
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Further information

Type of data Further information

Serious workers’ compensation Australian Workers’ Compensation
claims Statistics, 2012—13

Serious workers’ compensation Comparative Performance Monitoring
claims by jurisdiction Report, 16th Edition

Work-Related Injuries Survey Work-Related Injuries, 2013-14
Work-related injury fatalities \lé\gigmiilated Traumatic Inju

. P The Cost of Work-Related Injury
dCig:;Sngswork related injuries and and lliness for Australian Employers
Workers and the Community, 2008—09

;;gﬂg: in occupational disease Occupational Disease Indicators, 2014

Mesothelioma in Australia: Incidence

Mesothelioma cases and deaths (1982 to 2013) and Mortality (1997
{0 2012)

26 Safe Work Australia


http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/workers-compensation-data/pages/compendiumofworkerscompensationstatistics
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/workers-compensation-data/pages/compendiumofworkerscompensationstatistics
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/pages/comparativeperformancemonitoring
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/pages/comparativeperformancemonitoring
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/lookup/6324.0main+features1jul%202013%20to%20jun%202014?opendocument
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/work-related-fatalities/pages/workrelatedtraumaticinjuryfatalities
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/work-related-fatalities/pages/workrelatedtraumaticinjuryfatalities
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/cost-injury-illness/pages/cost-injury-illness
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/occupational-disease-indicators-2014
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/work-related-diseases/pages/mesothelioma
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/work-related-diseases/pages/mesothelioma
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/statistics/work-related-diseases/pages/mesothelioma
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