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Here are some key messages you can share with your stakeholders or workers.

▪ In April 2024, Safe Work Australia announced that Commonwealth, state and 
territory work health and safety (WHS) ministers had agreed to new workplace 
exposure limits (WEL) for airborne contaminants.

▪ The new workplace exposure limits come into effect on 1 December 2026.

▪ Employers must continue to comply with the current workplace exposure 
standards for airborne contaminants (WES) list until the workplace exposure 
limits come into effect.

▪ As an employer, you should start preparing for the transition to the new 
workplace exposure limits by understanding your WHS duties, including when 
to undertake air and health monitoring, consult with workers, review safety 
data sheets, and when to engage an occupational hygienist.

▪ Visit Safe Work Australia's Airborne Contaminants Hub for resources and 
guidance to help you understand your WHS duties and prepare for the 
transition to the WEL on 1 December 2026.

Key messages

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants
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Aimed at: Employers

Can be shared by: WHS professionals, 
technical experts, industry bodies

Aimed at: WHS professionals and 
technical experts

Can be shared by: WHS regulators, 
unions, industry bodies

Aimed at: Workers

Can be shared by: Employers, unions, 
industry associations

Social media assets
Our 3 downloadable social media assets tell employers, WHS professionals and other technical 
experts, and workers, how they can find information to help them prepare for workplace exposure 
limits coming into effect on 1 December 2026.

Click here to download the social media assets

Click here to download the social media assets

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants/resources#stakeholder-pack
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Social media assets

Employers
This social media tile is aimed at employers and can be shared by WHS professionals and 
technical experts, WHS regulators, unions, industry bodies and others.

Suggested caption:

On 1 December 2026, the workplace exposure standards (WES) for airborne 
contaminants will be replaced with workplace exposure limits (WEL).

As an employer, you need to be ready for the change! That means:

 understanding your WHS duties, including how to eliminate or minimise the 
risk of exposure to airborne contaminants

 talking with workers

 revising safety data sheets

 engaging an occupational hygienist if needed.

Get prepared – visit Safe Work Australia’s airborne contaminants hub: 
www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants

Aimed at: Employers
Can be shared by: WHS professionals, 
technical experts, industry bodies

Click here to download this social media asset

Click here to download this social media asset

http://www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants
http://www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants
http://www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-06/weswel_stakholder_tile_employer.png
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Aimed at: WHS professionals and 
technical experts
Can be shared by: WHS regulators, 
unions, industry bodies

Social media assets

WHS professionals and 
technical experts

This social media tile is aimed at WHS professionals and technical experts and can be shared 
by WHS regulators, unions, industry bodies and others.

Suggested caption:

Are you a work health and safety practitioner, or an occupational hygienist? 

In addition to resources for employers and workers, Safe Work Australia’s airborne 
contaminants hub also has information aimed at occupational hygienists and other 
technical WHS practitioners who help businesses manage risks from airborne 
contaminants.

The hub includes a comparative document on the technical changes that will take 
effect from 1 December 2026 when workplace exposure limits (WEL) replace the 
workplace exposure standards (WES). 

Visit the hub: www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants 

Click here to download this social media asset

Click here to download this social media asset

http://www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants
http://www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants
http://www.swa.gov.au/airborne-contaminants
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/weswel-transition-stakeholder-social-media-tile-whs-professionals
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Aimed at: Workers
Can be shared by: Employers, unions, 
industry associations

This social media tile is aimed at workers in industries with work processes that create airborne 
contaminants and can be shared by employers, WHS regulators, unions, industry bodies and others.

Suggested caption:

Do you work in one of the following industries?

Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Agriculture 
Transportation 
Food processing 
Laboratory research/Pharmaceuticals 

Work processes in these industries can create airborne contaminants (vapours, 
gases, mists, fumes and dusts), which can’t always be smelled or seen to be 
present at levels harmful to your health.

Under WHS laws, your employer must eliminate or minimise the risk of exposure. 

Find out more about your rights on Safe Work Australia’s airborne contaminants 
hub: www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights Click here to download this social media asset

Click here to download this social media asset

Social media assets

Workers

http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/WEL-infographic-worker-rights
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/weswel-transition-stakeholder-social-media-tile-workers
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Infographics
Our infographics explain what airborne contaminants are and how they can harm health. They also 
explain what employers and workers can do to meet their WHS duties and prepare for the changes 
on 1 December 2026. These can be shared digitally or physically around your workplace.

Click here to download the infographics

Click here to download the infographics

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants/resources#infographics
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Video animations
Our series of 5 video animations are aimed at helping employers and workers understand what 
airborne contaminants are, how to identify them, and how to manage risks relating to them in the 
workplace. They can be shared on your social media channels and shared digitally with your 
workers and stakeholders.

Click here to view the animations

Click here to view the animations

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants/resources#animations
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/resources-and-publications/video-and-audio/airborne-contaminants
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Industry-specific resources
Airborne contaminants like herbicides, pesticides and hay dusts are common in the agricultural 
industry. Fine dust particles are common in the construction and manufacturing industries.
We have several resources to support businesses in these industries protect their workers from 
harmful exposure to airborne contaminants, including practical checklists and case studies.

Click here for industry-specific resources

Click here for industry-specific resources

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants/resources#industry-resources
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/resources-and-publications/fact-sheets/identify-hazards-agriculture-checklist
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/resources-and-publications/fact-sheets/identify-hazards-construction-checklist
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/identify-hazards-manufacturing-checklist
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Airborne contaminants hub
All the resources we have developed, and are currently working on, are published to our 
airborne contaminants hub, a one-stop-shop with information to help employers, workers, 
WHS professionals, and governments and regulators.

Click here to view the hub

Click here to view the hub

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants/resources
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/managing-health-and-safety/airborne-contaminants/resources
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Feedback

We welcome feedback on the resources we develop to help 
Australia transition to workplace exposure limits. 

If you would like to share your thoughts on these resources, 
please contact us at:

chemicals@swa.gov.au

communication@swa.gov.au

mailto:chemicals@swa.gov.au
mailto:communication@swa.gov.au
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