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Processing of a crystalline 
silica substance: Risk 
management process
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Not all workplace hazards are visible.

Work activities that produce silica dust

Assess the work activity to determine if it is high risk

 Everyone in the workplace has health and safety duties. See Duties under WHS laws

Work activity is assessed as high risk. Work activity is assessed as not 
high risk

Effective control measures are used to 
manage the risks from silica dust

Maintain and review control measures.

Working with crystalline silica substances: Guidance for PCBUs

	 develop and use a silica risk control plan

	 provide crystalline silica training to workers at risk of exposure to 
silica dust 

	 where required do air monitoring for silica dust, and 

	 where required provide health monitoring for workers at risk of 
exposure to silica dust.

Employers must:

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation/duties-under-whs-laws
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/working-crystalline-silica-substances-guidance-pcbus

