
Everyone in the workplace has health and safety duties.

swa.gov.au/clearlungs

Identifying and assessing the risks 
from silica dust in the workplace

Businesses must manage the health and safety risks from silica dust 
at work.
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Not all workplace hazards are visible.

Working with crystalline silica substances: Guidance for PCBUs

the type of material you are using and the amount of crystalline silica it contains

the activity you are doing that produces silica dust, including how often and for how long 
workers might be exposed to silica dust

how much silica dust is likely to be in the air at your workplace and whether this amount is 
likely to be unsafe for your workers and others at the workplace, and 

any relevant air and health monitoring results for your workplace and any previous incidents, 
illnesses or diseases related to exposure to silica dust at your workplace. 

may occur in workers carrying out 
activities that produce silica dust

Primary exposure

may occur in workers and others in 
or near areas where these activities 
are done.

Secondary exposure

If activities at your workplace produce silica dust, you must assess the risks of 
exposure to silica dust. You must consider the following in your assessment:

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation/duties-under-whs-laws/duties-pcbu
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/working-crystalline-silica-substances-guidance-pcbus

