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SUMMARY
This report provides an analysis of data on work-
related deaths notified to OHS jurisdictions under 
their OHS legislation that occurred during the six 
month period 1 July 2008 to 31 December 2008.

During this period:

>	 There were 88 notified work-related fatalities —  
73 workers and 15 bystanders (Table 1).

>	 The majority of fatalities were male — 79 in total 
(including 8 bystanders). There were 6 female 
fatalities, 4 of whom were bystanders. The gender 
of 3 fatalities was unknown.

>	 Workers aged 55 years and over accounted for 
one-fifth (20%) of worker fatalities for which the 
age of the deceased was known (Figure 1) — 
higher than the proportion of workers in this age 
group in the Australian workforce (15%)1 .

>	 Four industries accounted for over three-quarters 
(76%) of all notified work-related fatalities 
—  24% of fatalities occurred at an Agriculture, 
forestry and fishing workplace; 20% occurred at 
a workplace primarily engaged in Construction; 
19% in Transport and storage; and 13% occurred 
in Manufacturing (Table 2).

>	 The most common causes of work-related 
fatalities were Vehicle accident (28 fatalities — 
including 3 vehicle rollovers); Being hit by moving 
objects (17 fatalities); Being hit by falling objects 
(11 fatalities); Drowning/immersion (7 fatalities); 
and Falls from a height (6 fatalities) (Figure 2).

>	 Of the 28 fatalities caused by vehicle accidents, 
12 occurred on public roads and 16 occurred 
elsewhere, including 3 during air travel (Table 1). 
Since work-related road traffic fatalities and work-
related aircraft crash fatalities are not notified to 
some OHS jurisdictions, the figures presented 
in this report are likely to under-report their 
occurrence.

Table 1  Notified fatalities by place of fatality, 
1 July 2008 to 31 December 2008, Australia

Type of fatality Worker Bystander Total

At worksite 51 9 60

Vehicle accident on 
a public road  

8 4 12

Vehicle accident 
elsewhere(a)  

14 2 16

Total 73 15 88
(a) Includes air crash fatalities and rollovers of mobile mechanical equipment such as 
tractors, forklifts and construction vehicles.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

OHS legislation in each Australian state and 
territory requires work-related deaths to be notified 
to the state or territory OHS authority. Notifications 
cover workers (both employees and self-employed) 
who suffered a fatal injury at work and bystanders 
who suffered a fatal injury as a result of work activity. 
Fatalities that occurred while commuting to or from 
work, and those resulting from suicide or natural 
causes (i.e. stroke or heart attack) are not included in 
this report. 

The compilation of notifications at the national level 
is complicated by differences across jurisdictions 
in the definition of a work-related death and the 
coverage of some incidents. In particular:

>	 Several jurisdictions do not include work-related 
deaths caused by vehicle accidents on public 
roads in their notification systems. These fatalities 
are instead notified to and investigated by the 
police.

>	 Aircraft crash fatalities are not notified to all OHS 
jurisdictions. These fatalities are instead notified 
to the relevant transport authority.

1 Calculated using ABS Labour Force data (6291.0.55.001 Labour Force, Australia, 
Detailed - Electronic Delivery. Table 01. Labour force status by Social marital status, 
Age and Sex).
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Table 2   Number of notified fatalities by industry, 1 July 2008 to 31 December 2008

Industry
Industry of workplace(a)

Industry of 
employer(a) (b)

Worker Bystander Total Worker

Agriculture, forestry & fishing 21 0 21 22

Construction 16 2 18 17

Manufacturing 11 0 11 8

Transport & storage 11 6 17 9

Mining 5 0 5 5

Wholesale trade 3 0 3 3

Electricity, gas & water supply 2 0 2 1

Cultural & recreational services 1 2 3 0

Government administration & defence 1 0 1 1

Personal & other services 1 0 1 1

Property & business services 1 0 1 5

Accommodation, cafes & restaurants 0 1 1 0

Finance & insurance 0 1 1 0

Retail trade 0 1 1 0

Education 0 0 0 0

Health & community services 0 0 0 0

Communication services 0 0 0 0

Private residence  0 0 0 na

Industry unknown 0 2 2 1

Total 73 15 88 73

(a) Industry of workplace identifies the main industry conducted at the workplace where the fatal incident occurred. Industry of employer identifies the main industry 

conducted by the employer of the fatally-injured worker, which will sometimes differ from the Industry of workplace — for example, where a worker is employed under 

a labour hire arrangement to provide services at a workplace. Industry of workplace would therefore more accurately reflect the actual work tasks and circumstances 

associated with a fatal workplace incident.

(b) Industry of employer is not applicable for bystanders.

na denotes ‘not applicable’.
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(02) 6121 9152

Figure 1   Number of notified fatalities by age group, 1 July 2008 to 31 December 2008
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Figure 2   Number of notified fatalities by mechanism, 1 July 2008 to 31 December 2008
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